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Agenda 

• Why IPv6? 

• Sahara Net IPv6 Readiness 

• What can “you” do? 

• 1st DNS Root Server in Saudi Arabia. 

• Q & A 

 

 



Why IPv6? 

• Do we really need to worry? 

• 92% of the Internet today runs on IPv4 alone! 

• If there are no more NEW IPv4 to give out to the expanding  

Internet, what will happen? 

• How can providers continue to grow? 

• When do we predict this to happen? 

� In 2008, it was predicted last IPv4 will be allocated in 2013. 

� In 2009, it was pushed earlier to 2012. 

� In 4/2010, it was predicted to finish on Sept 16, 2011. 

� Today .. 
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IPv6 Readiness 

• In October 2008, I attended MENOG meeting in which RIPE        

talked about IPv6 and why it is important. 

• In February 2009, established “IPv6 Task Force”. 

• Task Force Goal: To make Sahara Net ready for IPv6 within                1 

year and to educate customers on the need to go with IPv6. 

• Task Force: Formed from all concerned departments including: 

• Customer Care 

• Operations 

• NOC 

• Corporate Support 

• And others. 

• Task Force took a structured approach to making Sahara Net       

“IPv6 Ready” and held bi-weekly status meetings. 

 



IPv6 Readiness 
• Got our IPv6 address space allocated in 4/2009 - 2a02:d70::/32 

• Did a complete inventory of all devices on the network. 

• Upgraded key equipment and did major IOS updates. 

• By end of September 2009: 

• Sahara Net was ready on its main backbone. 

• Established International tunnel with HE (providers not 

ready �). 

• By October 1st, our offices were running IPv6 (dual stack) with 

no interruption to business. 

• By November 22, 2009, Sahara Net launched its IPv6 services as 

the 1st ISP in Saudi Arabia to offer IPv6. 

• Launched http://ipv6.sahara.com/  as a great local resource 

for IPv6 information and knowledge (9/2009). 

• Since then we have been ready to connect any organization 

through IPv6. 



IPv6 Readiness 
• Did a FREE Seminar on IPv6 and other topics on April 2010 in 

Riyadh, Jeddah and Khobar (attendees over 200 in each city). 

• Sahara Net is a Certified IPv6 ISP by “IPv6 Forum” 

http://www.ipv6forum.org  

• Our IPv6 customers can now put HTML code on their website so 

that IPv6 customer logo will appear in their website. 

• We are proud to be the One and Only IPv6 certified ISP by “IPv6 

Forum” in Saudi Arabia. 



What U can do? 
You can do a lot! 

 

� Don’t panic! 

� Spread the word! 

� Look at your equipment and specify which ones are 

not IPv6 compatible (IPv6 inventory). 

� Push vendors to provide compatibility. 

� Push providers (ISPs, DSPs) to provide IPv6 services. 

� Get yourself ready for IPv6 knowledge-wise! 

� When buying any new equipment or software insist  

on IPv6 compatibility! 

 



What U get? 



Sahara Net Hosts  

1st Root Server  
in Saudi Arabia 



1st Root Server 
� Sahara Net signed agreement with ICANN to host this server      

(L-Root)in Sahara Net Data Center in Saudi Arabia.  

� This is the 1st ROOT DNS Server ever in KSA (and only one so far). 

� Faster DNS look ups to customers inside the Kingdom especially 

to our customers.  

� Improved High Availability: When submarine cables are cut, the 

DNS  service continues to work normally. 

� The Route-Server IP range is advertised by Sahara through Our 

National and International up streams. 

� Other ISPs will now reach the route-server through our National 

Backbone and hence faster DNS lookups for Saudi Internet 

Community 

� Sahara acts as a transit ISP to L-Root prefix (199.7.83.0/24) 

� IPv6 on the Root Server is active internationally, but being 

activated Nationally now (up to network providers). 
 



1st Root Server 



Thank you! 

Q & A 
Don’t forget to visit: 

http://ipv6.sahara.com/   


